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does not present prospects of reciprocal benefit;
second, because a vast proportion of the resources
of one section of the Union is annually drained to
sustain the views and course of another section
without any adequate return; third, because
(judging from the history of past nations) this
union, if persisted in, in the present course of
things, will certainly overwhelm the whole nation
in utter destruction."

The wildest storm ever witnessed in the House
was raised' by this petition. A resolution to expel
Mr. Adams for presenting it was debated for four
days, on the ground that he had offered the deepest
indignity to the House, the greatest insult to the
American people, and that he was even guilty
of high treason. Mr. Adams's intrepid bearing
throughout the tumult his action had caused saved
that venerable statesman from an expulsion that
was meant to be ignominious. He had explained
at the outset that he did not favor the petition,
but demanded that all respectful petitions should
be considered. Whether this particular petition
was written by Mr. Whittier is not certain, but as
it came from his native town at a time when lie
was actively circulating petitions, it is probable he
had something to do with it. One of the petitions
sent to Adams, which, however, he did not present,
though he tantalized his opponents by exhibiting
it, was a satire upon the objection that most of the
petitioners were women, who had no business to
mingle in public affairs. This petition prayed
that Congress would memorialize the British gov-
ernment to dethrone Victoria, on the ground that